OBITUARY, Mrs Annette Philips-Nicolls (Nitty)

Nitty died on 29th September after a
short illness, aged 83. For over 50
years she had been a staunch
supporter of village activities,
particularly the annual flower festival,
and a Holy Flower Arranger in
Salisbury Cathedral for almost as
long. She will long be remembered
for her wonderful hospitality, sense of
fun, at times outrageous stories, and
her support and friendship to so many

trained as a nurse at St Mary’s
Paddington and later joined the Army,
serving in Germany and England. She
married firstly John Hedley in 1971, a
major in The Staffordshire Regiment,
and lived in Flint House for many
years. The marriage was dissolved in
1985. She married secondly John
Nicolls 1n 2000, a few months before
he died of cancer. Nitty leaves 2 sons,
Mark and Piers, by her first marriage.

in Chitterne. She was born in
Sheffield on 26th November 1941,

John Smedley

APPLES ARE US - Kev’s crushing session |

An apple crushing incident took place outside Chitterne Village Hall on the
last Saturday in September - and not before time, the apple harvest in the
village this year has been enormous! Kevin Foster hired the apple press and
two pasteurisers from Codford and villagers brought their bags of apples and
bottles for the juice, Lexa Turner ran a tea, coffee and bacon butty service to
consume while awaiting one’s turn on the juicer.

Well Attended

It was a well-attended session, with folk coming in from Shrewton and

Tilshead as well as Chitterne Villagers. The availability of the pasteurisers was | §

p

o
W

L5
1 3
"

a
N =
b
i
-

much appreciated, extending the life of the delicious juice beyond the normal .

week or so.
Kevin estimated that over 100 litres of juice was produced, Money raised at
the event was donated to the Village Hall fund.
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SRS Happy Hathi Craft ?

INDIAN BLOCK PRINTING \!'.!; Fabric. Card. Clay. Repeat.

Unigue Handmade Gifts and Craft Workshops using hand-carved wooden blocks from India

An Introduction to Indian Block Printing

10am-1.00pm, Saturday 25™ October 2025

Fisherton Mill*, 108 Fisherton Street, Salisbury SP2 7QY

Looking to learn a new craft
l which is simple and easy to do?
Then you’ll love Indian Block
Printing.

Begin your journey with an
introductory workshop, perfect for
anyone new to Indian block printing
or for those wanting a refresher.

Relax and enjoy the experience of
hand printing on 100% cotton fabric.

Choose  from a  variety of
contemporary and traditional designs
hand-carved in Indian Rosewood by
local artisans from Jaipur in India.

Learn the various techniques to create something special and unique to you.
Print two fabric items from a choice of Tea Towels, set of Napkins, Aprons, Tote
Bags, Drawstring Bags, Cosmetic bags and more. We’ll provide the materials —
you provide the creativity. Try it. You'll love it!

Workshop Fee: £49 per person. All Materials included.

Print. Relax. Repeat. Perfect.
Find your happy place...

www.hathicraft.co.uk

To book a place on this workshop or
other Indian Block Printing workshops
please go to website or scan QR code.

*For information on Fisherton Mill please go to: www.fishertonmill.co.uk
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It is easy to lose sight of nature’s amazing powers of recovery,
especially now, when Chitterne is losing some of it’s oldest trees.
But it was heartening to see a living example of natural resilience
recently. On the left, we featured the massively reduced Sycamore
located in the old churchyard off Townsend in our March issue,- on
the right, the same tree now. So don’t be put off by the often drastic
surgery on some of our oldest arboreal residents, they will recover
their magnificence!

rn%gyyework Night
% = ..p""

adaye2nd Névember 2025

. B i Chitterne Sports Field,

“Gates Open” at 16:30

Food & Beverages available from 16:30

Bonfire Lighting 17:30

Fireworks 18:30

Hot food, sweet treats,
mulled Wine, hot drinks, alcoholic & soft drinks

Cash Only

= || tPlease give generously to the collection buckets on the “gate's”, this helps
cdver the cost of the fireworks and enables the event to run again next year.

The event is licensed so please do not bring any alcohol onto the site

Parish Newspaper for the residents

CHIT-CHAT

Editor: Barry Ricketts, Stable Cottage, 24 Townsend, BA12 OLF- 07914 264 324 email barry.ricketts1@icloud.com

of Chitterne, Wiltshire

www.chitterne.com

No 221, October 2025

Excellent Progress on Plan to
Aid Chitterne’s Tree Recovery

A comprehensive survey of tree health commissioned by the Parish Council in 2024 revealed that a
large proportion of trees in the village were dead, diseased or in need of serious attention. At around
the same time, the village took over responsibility for the allotments and grazing paddocks. The
paddocks had long been neglected, and it became obvious that a plan was needed to deal with the
trees and the new land we had acquired. In April Chit-Chat, we reported on the progress achieved in
clearing the paddocks above the Allotment Gardens. It has been a long, hard slog to remove all the
accumulated rubbish of years, and reveal the area of approximately 2 1/2 hectares sloping up towards
the arable fields of Chitterne Farm. It was decided that some of the land should be used to provide
more allotment plots adjacent to the existing area, and also some backing the new houses on the

Shrewton Road.

Native British Woodland

Discussions were held with the Forestry
Commission, aided by the Wiltshire Council
Woodlands Officer, Naomi Styles, to explore the
possibility of a grant to cover the cost of
developing a new area of native British woodland
to make use of the land above the allotments,
which affords attractive views of the countryside
surrounding the village. Thanks to the tireless
efforts of Tree Warden Aileen Fenlon, and aided by
Mike Wilkinson’s landscape mapping skills, we
have been awarded an English Woodland Creation
Offer grant which could total up to £10,200 to buy
the trees and associated protective devices for
approximately 1 hectare of the ground, leaving
space for paths and a woodland glade to enable
villagers to take advantage of this new amenity. We
shall receive assistance and advice from the
Forestry Commission to establish the woodland.
There will be ample opportunity for villagers of all
ages to become involved in planting the young
trees.

Improved Outlook

Meanwhile, with the help of local tree surgeons
Max and Terry of ‘Kin Trees’, the parish council
has been able to remove a number of diseased trees
and improve the outlook of others in the sports
field and along the Cut, with sympathetic
trimming. Dangerous and damaged trees have been
made safe and there will be on-going works
throughout the winter in various areas where the
parish council have responsibility for trees.

Unfortunately, the council does not have
responsibility for all diseased, dead or dangerous
trees. Many of those bordering the ‘Cut’ on
Townsend are impinging on overhead cables; some
are the responsibility of the MoD, and there are
ongoing discussions to establish whose
responsibility it is to maintain trees and remove
those which are most likely to cause harm to
electrical supply, telecoms or, indeed block the
road and possibly cause an accident should they be
felled by strong winter winds.

Planting for the woodland area at the allotment site is
likely to begin in the next couple of months so please
look out for announcements on Petenet and Chit-Chat
and come along to help plant the new Chitterne

Woodland.

Above:Max tackles a dangerously leaning Lime on the
sports field, while Terry trims, chops and chips a
discarded limb. Around a dozen dead trees have been
felled so far, but many needing attention still remain.

October 5th Holy Communion

October 12th Holy Communion

) [ ) BCP EVenSOHg

October 19th Holy Communion

CHURCH SERVICES IN OCTOBER

» Harvest Communion

9.00 am Chitterne
10.30 pm Tilshead
10.30 Chitterne,
6.00 pm Tishead

Shrewton

Council Notes

Parish Council meeting, Monday 15th
September 2025.

In attendance: Chairman, Cllr Horsfall, Cllr
Parker, ClIr Bell, Cllr Hendrickse, ClIr Ricketts
(acting clerk), Tim Tyler (Neighbourhood
Watch & Police Liaison).

Parishioners present: Marcelle Stobie, Tana &
Anthony Knyvett.

Marcelle Stobie asked why St. Mary’s Close
has been scheduled for resurfacing, when no
such request has been made, nor does the road
need resurfacing. Cllr Horsfall said the Parish
Council had not requested Highways to
schedule this work, not had we been informed.
Matter to be followed up with Highways.

Anthony Knyvett raised the matter of the
secure replacement storage facility for Cricket
Club and Parish Council equipment to be
installed on the playing field and replace the
existing wooden shed. He pointed out that a
financial contribution from the Cricket Club
cannot be confirmed until the Club meets in
October. This was noted. However the Parish
Council will proceed with the purchase and
placement of the storage container.

Chairmanship

CliIr Horsfall announced that Cllr Sir Nick
Parker has agreed to take over chairmanship of
the Parish Council in November, if agreed by
the other Parish Council members. His tenure
of office will be 3 years only, and Cllr Horsfall
will remain a member of the P.C. Unanimously
agreed, official election of the new chairman
will take place at the next meeting. (Nov. 3)

There are currently two councillor vacancies.
However, Mr. Tim Tyler has applied to join the
council and will be co-opted at the next
meeting.

Clerk vacancy. Cllr Barry Ricketts is acting as
clerk, with Mr John Terry acting as Responsible
Financial Officer. The vacancy is advertised on
P.3

Accounts

Bank balance at 15th September 2025 -
£11,297 Parish Accounts to 31st August 2025
were approved and signed.

Clir Bell reported that The Highways Agency
are currently developing a scheme to improve
traffic safety on the A36. This study has just
started and so may take some time to develop.
The Parish Council will update the village as
soon as we receive any further news.

Traffic Police visited Chitterne in the summer
with their speed cameras. We hope that they
will be able to devote more time to Chitterne
over the coming months. They have offered a
police presence when the new Chitterne
Community Speedwatch is in action, to help
with the safety of the volunteers. Villagers are
reminded that any general roadside Cont P3
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Yummy Harvest Festival Lunch!

On the 14th September we had the Harvest lunch in the
Village Hall - this followed the 10.30 service in the Church.

The Hall soon buzzed with the voices of the 40 present, this

included 4 children, all beautifully behaved. Everyone
appeared to enjoy the Cottage Pie and roasted vegetables,

but it was very obvious that the puddings were much more in

demand. The most requested was Sarah and Rowena's

bread and butter pudding, double the amount was definitely

needed! We had plum and apple crumbles, a pear upside-

down cake with the always popular meringues from Virginia.

Many thanks to all who came along to make this a joyous
occasion and of course, thanks, to all who set up, cleared
away and cooked.

Below, Harvest Festival floral church decorations:

Elizabeth and Marcelle

Dedication Ceremony for Chitterne’s WW2 Heroes

Following the cleaning of our War Memorial,
villagers will be interested to know that approval has
now been given to engrave the names of three
Chitterne residents who died during World War 2 on
it. Under the auspices of the RBL, an unveiling and
dedication ceremony will be part of the usual
Remembrance Service at 11 o'clock on Tuesday 11th
November 2025.

Two of the names are included on the brass plaque in
the Church, but a third name has also been
established. They are:

Lt George - The Wiltshire Regt
L/Sgt Stacey - Recce Corps RAC (new addition)
Pte Salter - The GREEN HOWARDS

I am delighted to report that General Sir Nick Parker
will unveil the engraving and that the Bishop of
Salisbury will officiate the dedication. The Parish
Council, local donations and all regiments have
kindly made donations to cover the cost of the
engraving related fees. In addition to relatives of the
deceased, all regiments will send senior
representatives, local papers and Points West have
also expressed interest. Villagers will be very
welcome to attend the ceremony. More details will
be given in the November edition of ChitChat.

The King’s Head will, exceptionally, be open for
lunch and drinks on Tuesday 11th November, if there
is sufficient demand. This is to support the
Remembrance Day Service and Memorial Unveiling
Ceremony to be held at the Church. However,
bookings must be made by Sunday 9th November to
guarantee service. If insufficient bookings are made,
then the pub will remain closed that day.

Richard Jammes, RBL representative

CODFORD TENNIS CLUB
CURRY AND QUIZ NIGHT

The Codford Tennis Club's popular Curry and Quiz Night will
be in the Codford Village Hall on Friday 21st November.
Tickets cost £12.50 and can be purchased from Codford
Post Office and from the Broadleaze Bar from the beginning
of October. Either come as a team (maximum size of 6) or
join up with others on the night. Doors will open 6:30 pm
(when drinks will be available from the Broadleaze Bar) with
the quiz starting at 7 pm and half-time curries at 8pm. If you
would like to pay online or book a table of a specific size
(normal team and table is 6), please contact:
lawntennisclubcodford@gmail.com or Vincie on 850239, or
WhatsApp on 07747 798365.

DO YOU FANCY BECOMING
A VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEE?

The Village Hall Trustees are looking for volunteers to
come and join their happy group of villagers, who
organise events for the village, eg Breakfast Club,
Fireworks Night, and look after and maintain the hall.
If you would like to find out more about what being a
Trustee involves, please contact Paul Pike —
paulmpike @gmail .com.
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Please RSVP by Sunday 5" October 2025 via email:
acrosstheplainwi@gmail.com
or WHATSAPP Message: ATP WI Social Chat.
Thank you!

\"’/

W |~ Across the Plain wi--

INSPIRING WOMEN Live a little '« Laugh a lot '« Do some good

Based in Chitterne with members from across the south of Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire Email: acrosstheplainwi@gmail.com

Tuesday 7t October 2025
7.30pm Chitterne Village Hall, Chitterne

Fancy hand-crafting
your own Jewellery?
Yes please - Bling it on!

Non-Members Welcome. First Visit Free. £5 Guest fee thereafter (Max 3 visits)

Upcoming in Chitterne

Mobile Library

The Library van will be at the Village Hall at 11.10

on Friday 3rd October.

Village Hall Events
Breakfast Club is Saturday 4" October, 9.30 -
11.00.

PUB QUIZ

Yes, it's coming back! Like the phoenix
arising from the ashes, the pub quiz is
making a return not just once a month but
twice a month, and in a couple of different
formats, so hopefully you will find one that
suits you.

All quizzes need to be booked through the
King’s Head 01985 878121 or
contact@kingshead-chitterne.co.uk

The maximum number in a team is 4. If you
have a group of 6, that will need to be
broken into 2 groups of 3.

The time means that is when the first
question is asked, so make sure you arrive
early enough to order drinks.

QUIZ & CURRY

2nd October - need to book by Sunday 28th
Sept

Cost £12.50 per person

First question at 7.15pm — food at half time —
aim to finish around 9.30ish

Quiz

with the possibility of preordering a
cheeseboard to share with your team (£16)

26th October — need to book by Thursday
23rd October

Cost £3 per person

First question at 5.45pm — aim to finish
around 7.30ish

S e
<
Mgy eC ,QE “

Christmas
Market Day

- Local traders, food and mulled wine
e Christmas tree switch on
;% * Free entry, simply sign up

Thur 20 Nov
1.30-6.30pm

Wiltshire and Bath Air
Ambulance Charity - WILTSHIRE

Semington - BA14 6JX +BATHAIR
charity number 1144097 AMBULANCE

CHIT-CHAT NEXT ISSUE

The November issue of Chit-Chat will go to
press in the last week of October. All
contributions, either hard copy or email to
barry.ricketts1@icloud.com
07914 264324
or deliver by hand to Stable Cottage, 24
Townsend, Chitterne, Warminster, BA120LF

To download Chit-Chat from the village website, go
to www. Chitterne.com and follow the links.

Wiltshire Connect is an on-demand bus service
operating in north Wiltshire between Marlborough,
Pewsey and Royal Wootton Bassett, and south-west
Wiltshire, between Sutton Veny, The Deverills, Mere,
Gillingham, Warminster and Frome.

Unlike a typical bus service, Wiltshire Connect
vehicles operate on a pre-bookable, on-demand
basis, allowing you to travel between any designated
pick-up and drop-off point within each zone.

Trips can be booked using the app or by phone;
01225 712900. Home pick ups are available for
passengers with poor mobility or who live in an

isolated location.
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Wiltshire Connect Bus Replaces Scheduled Service

Rev. Eleanor oving On

After 12 very eventful years here on Salisbury Plain (floods, pandemics, storms and power cuts,
jubilees and coronations to name but a few), I will be leaving the parish later this month. I’m not
going to take up another parish role, but instead will become a Community Engagement Worker
for the Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund, based in Hampshire.

During the vacancy which will follow my departure, your churchwardens Ian and Marcelle will be your
first point of contact for matters relating to the church in Chitterne. In addition, contact details for the
parish will be as noted below.

My final day in the parish is 19th October. I will be having my final service at 10.30am in Shrewton and
you’re most welcome to join us then.

The next Sunday service in the parish will be:

26th October 11am — Morning service in Orcheston. Please note, from 26th October our mid-morning
services will move to 11am across the whole parish. There will not be a 9am service in Chitterne during
the vacancy. Please look out for revised service details here, as well as on the church noticeboard.

You may also wish to sign up to the parish newsletter which is sent electronically each week. If you do
not already receive this, you can make a request via the website: www.salisburyplainbenefice.com
Church services and events in November:

2nd November 6pm — Remembering our Loved Ones, a service in SHREWTON

11th November- Act of Remembrance at your War Memorial — see Page 2 for further details about this
event which has special significance this year.

Contacting the parish during the forthcoming vacancy:

All usual correspondence: parishoffice@salisburyplainbenefice.com

All phone contact including WhatsApp: 07486 355674

All information for the parish notices or website: publicity@salisburyplainbenefice.com

Ian Smith and Marcelle Stobie remain your points of contact for the church as they are your churchwardens.

Chitterne Parish Council is looking for someone local with clerical and administrative
experience to assist in its work on behalf of the village. Because we are a small village a full-
time clerk is unnecessary and would also be too expensive. We have a fully qualified and
highly experienced financial officer - John Terry - who looks after the accounts on a pro-
bono basis, and currently, Barry Ricketts is acting as Clerk, also pro-bono. Barry has many
other responsibilities on the Council and needs to reduce his workload. However, he would
be available to help a new clerk learn the intricacies of administering Chitterne!

We estimate that 15 hours per month would be ample time to carry out the functions of the

clerk, and remuneration would be £15 per hour, plus necessary expenses. It is a ‘work from

home’ role, with Parish Council meetings on a bi-monthly basis. This is an exciting time for

Chitterne, with quite a few new folk coming to live in the village, and various projects

underway, so the work is interesting and varied.

If you think the post would be attractive to you, give Barry a call on 07914 264324 and
&ange to have a chat about it. /

Calling...
CHITTERNE

LADIES WHO LUNCH

Please join us every

first Wednesday of the month

for some great food & great company

12.00pm The King's Head
Chitterne

Everyone welcome!

Next Lunch Date:
Wednesday 5" November 2025

Hope to see you there!

Please RSVP to Lindsay Lucas

by Sunday 2" November 2025
[.lucas112@outlook.com

From P.1 maintenance issues can be reported
directly on the Wiltshire Council mywilts app
or via the Wiltshire Council website at www.

wiltshire.gov.uk/mywilts-online-reporting

Speedwatch

Mr Tim Tyler reported that our pre-registration
for community speedwatch is with Wiltshire
council. Once completed and if agreed that the
village fits the criteria, a risk assessment will
be conducted on the areas selected for the team
to use. There will be an online training course,
followed by an in-person instructional session
in the village on how to use the equipment and
record the data to allow follow-on action to be
taken.

Community Speedwatch has far more
engagement by the police than previously and
the police use data recorded by speedwatch
teams to take action against repeat offenders.

Maintenance

ClIr Horsfall has contacted the MoD to remind
them of their responsibilities for maintaining:
the ditches from Middle Barn to Townsend,
trees in the village along the C22, and fencing
on 3 sides of the allotment area. It is essential
the work is carried out to the ditches and the
trees before Chitterne Brook starts flowing.
The Parish Steward has carried out some work
on potholes, clearing in and around gullies and
dealing with weeds at the roadside and along
pavements. Work to verges on the approach
roads into Chitterne has been carried out but
has exposed a lot of litter. We have requested
that the road sweeper visits on a regular basis.
Further work to trees on the playing field and
other areas will be carried out over the next 2-3
months.During the winter months Brian Lee
will continue to maintain the playing field and
to attend to the footpaths and make safe the
wall adjacent to the Cut at certain sections
which are unstable. A secure shed to replace
the existing shed on the playing field is
planned. This will be used to house village
equipment including flood equipment. The
Flood Warden will arrange a Cut Clearance
before the brook starts to rise.

An inspection of the Play equipment has been
carried out by ROSPA. Their report does not
indicate any issues that cannot be dealt with by
Brian Lee and Kevin Foster.

Woodland Grant Success

ClIr Ricketts reported that, thanks to the
extensive work of Tree Warden Aileen Fenlon,
our application to the English Woodlands
Creation Offer has been successful, and the
Forestry Commission will provide a local
officer to guide our tree purchases, and help us
to create a woodland area in the Paddocks
situated above the current allotment gardens.
New allotment plots are in the process of being
cut out for some of the residents of the new
housing on the Shrewton Road, and clearance
of the extensive rubbish and undergrowth of
brambles in areas of the paddocks continues.
There was discussion about the neglected state
of some of the allotments, and it was agreed
that a letter should be sent to those holders who
are not cultivating their plots, reminding them
of their responsibility as stated in the Allotment
Agreement, and warning that the contract will
not be renewed unless they tend their plots.

The council discussed the use of the disused
chalk quarry on Back Lane now it has been
made safe and restored. Earthline have agreed
to donate topsoil for the area. It will be left as a
natural feature and maintained as required.

The next meeting will be Monday November
3rd.
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