Chitterne Parish Council

Draft Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

Monday 8th March, 2010

At Chitterne Village Hall

Present: Aileen Fenlon (chair), Maureen Sprack, Alan Sprack, Mike Lucas, Paul Pike, Barry Ricketts (clerk), in attendance Jo Franklin (prospective Parish Clerk). A number of villagers with interest in planning application W/10/00572/FUL and the progress of traffic calming measures also attended.

Apologies: Cllr Charles Horsfall

200/33 Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.

200/34 Minutes: Acceptance of the minutes of the last meeting was proposed by Cllr Lucas and seconded by Cllr Alan Sprack.

200/35 Risk Management: Chairman and Clerk signed the appropriate Risk Management documentation.

200/36 Warminster Area Board: Cllr Lucas attended the Warminster Area Board to represent Chitterne in discussions about traffic calming. Cllr Lucas explained that the 'Speedwatch' scheme, if adopted, would result in the suspension of regular traffic policing speed checks in Chitterne. Parishes which applied to become members of Speedwatch took part in a 3-stage followup to train them in appropriate use of the speed checking equipment. The Deverills and Monkton have elected to try the scheme.  Discussions about the deployment of traffic calming obstacles to combat speeding in Chitterne have taken place with Highways representatives. The options open to us are limited because of the absence of street lighting. Mini roundabouts are difficult because changed priorities at road junctions are complicated by adverse road cambers leading to increased expense of installation. Improvements in signing are possible at the Tilshead end of Townsend, the approach to the bridge at the junction with Abdon Close and at the junction of the Shrewton Road and these will be implemented in the near future.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow parishioners to comment and ask questions. As a result, it was agreed that:

· Cllr Lucas will chase up the 'Golden River' average speed survey on B390;

· Cllr Christopher Newbury will be invited to the next Parish Council meeting (AGM April 12th) to discuss what further representations are available to Chitterne parishioners at Wiltshire Council level.

200/37 Planning: W/10/00572/FUL Erection of 3 bedroom detached house and double garage to the rear of All Saints Church,  Back Lane, Chitterne, applicant Mr Terry O'Brien. The meeting was again adjourned to hear representations from parishioners. Specific objections on grounds of safety, access, appearance and increased pollution risk were lodged by Mrs Pryor, Mr Smedley, Mr Knyvett and Mrs Babey. It was agreed that the Parish Council will object to the application on behalf of these parishioners, some of whom have also written separately to the Planning Department.

200/38  Correspondence: The following correspondence was considered:

Wilts Council, Location of gritting bins: noted
Soc. Of  Local Council Clerks, training, April & May new Clerk to apply
 WALC. Newsletters for information
 Arrowhead Magazine funding request to be declined by Clerk
 Community First, 'Making Tracks' transport scheme noted
 Victim Support Funding Request to be declined by Clerk
 Wilts Air Ambulance funding request reply as directed by Chair

200/39 Orders for Payment: Clerk salary and Chit-Chat print payments were approved. A cheque will be countersigned for the repairs and refurbishment of the play equipment on receipt of invoice.

200/40  Report from Clerk & RFO: The Clerk presented a brief report and the statement of accounts.

200/41 Best Kept Village: It was unanimously agreed that the village will enter again in 2010. The village cleanup day will be May 29th.

200/42 Village Steward: Clerk to request Steward to attend to weed growth on Elm Farm pavement.

200/43 Play Area: Chair reported that the work to the existing equipment was complete and satisfactory and that the installation of the new equipment will take place either on the 22nd or 29th of March. All payments will be handled through Wilts Council, thus avoiding VAT payments on the village account. Cllr Fenlon will liaise with the Council Play Officer regarding acceptance of the installation for health and safety. A sum of £300 is available to spend on an opening ceremony from Wilts Council. Arrangements to be made.

200/44  Soccer nets:  The decision taken in Any Other Business at the January meeting, to re-instate soccer nets on playing field was proposed by Cllr Alan Sprack and seconded by Cllr Pike.

200/45  Removal of Cllr Davis: No reply has been received to the Clerk's letter to Cllr Davis requesting his intentions  regarding membership of the council. Accordingly, since the requisite number of non-attended meetings without an apology has been exceeded, it was agreed that a letter thanking Cllr Davis for past service and informing him that he was no longer a member of the Parish Council should be prepared by the Clerk for the signature of the Chairman. The vacant post on the Parish Council will be advertised in Chit-Chat and posted on the website and in the village noticeboard.

200/46  Any Other Business: 

· A request for parking facilities on the sportsfield has been received from the wife of Gen. Strawson for a family function. The Parish Council has no objection in principle, but a request should be made in writing to the Parish Clerk.

· Cllr Pike made a request to erect a marquee on the village green for his wedding, party July 2nd, 2011. Approved in principle, to be confirmed at the next Parish Council meeting, May 10th 2010.

· Parish Clerk was asked if an up-to-date map of footpaths in the Parish existed and will search files and report back.

200/47  Date of next Meeting: Annual General Meeting (Electors meeting) Monday April 12; next regular Parish Council: Monday, May 10th.

The meeting concluded at 8.20 pm.

Signed.................................................Date.....................................

