Chitterne Parish Council

Draft Minutes of Parish Council Meeting

Monday 11th January 2010

At the Kings Head

Present: Aileen Fenlon, (chair) Maureen Sprack, Alan Sprack, Mike Lucas, Paul Pike, Charles Horsfall, Barry Ricketts (clerk). In attendance, Jo Franklin (applicant for position of Parish Clerk), P.C. Caroline Wright.

Apologies: None

The meeting opened at 7.10 pm

200/22  Declarations of interest. There were no declarations of interest.

200/23  Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Fenlon pointed out that the award for the play area development was £35,000 rather than £30,000. Otherwise, the minutes were correct. Acceptance was approved by Cllr Lucas and seconded by Cllr Alan Sprack.

200/24  Actions Arising. There were no actions arising from the November minutes.

200/25  Risk Management. Chairman and Clerk signed the appropriate Risk Management documentation.

200/26 Planning Applications.



09/003218 Valley Farm update. The revised application from Valley Farm was due to be 

heard on January 5th, however, the hearing was cancelled due to bad weather. Cllrs 


noted the revised application.



09/03086 MoD Military Training Feature, Juliet Crossing. Cllr Lucas explained the 


purpose of the new training feature, the application for which was supported by copious 

documentation covering the physical aspects of the developments and their impact on 

architectural and ecological factors. The Parish Council had no objection and expressed 

full support for its purpose.



09/03586 The Red House, extension and garage The council approved this application.

200/26  Area Board Agenda. Cllr Lucas briefed the Parish Council on his attendance at the Community Area Board in Nov 09 where he had presented the traffic concerns, and actions of the residents and the Parish Council.  We have already requested monitor checks (speed, weight, numbers – also known as “golden rivers”) at three locations in the village and we await for them to be implemented.  A chance meeting at the Area Board resulted in two members of the Wiltshire Council roads dept visiting before Christmas.  Cllr Lucas showed them around the village to discuss the various options for calming traffic.  While there is some valid “cosmetic” work that can be done soon, some other work will need additional advice to determine feasibility.  A few options had to be discounted because it is not feasible for them to be implemented.  Cllr Lucas also reported back on the comments that he had submitted in respect of the Stonehenge Visitors Centre planning application especially with regard to the proposed road layout and traffic flows.

200/27  Report of the Clerk and RFO. The clerk presented his report. The current working balance is £6493.66. Invoices for allotment rentals will be sent out in January. The Wiltshire Council's emergency number for the use of vulnerable people during the current cold weather has been posted on the village website and will be published in February Chit-Chat.

200/28 New Parish Clerk.  Jo Franklin was introduced to the Parish Council. She is the only applicant for the post and the council was pleased to accept her application, which was proposed by Cllr Horsfall and seconded by Cllr Fenlon. Jo will work with the present clerk during January and March, and will take over completely from the beginning of April.

200/29 New Chit-Chat Editor. Barry Ricketts explained that Paul Hefler, Landlord of the King's Head had responded to the advertisement for a new Chit-Chat editor and following discussions it had been agreed that, subject to the agreement of the Parish Council, he would work with Barry on the next issue (february), taking over completely in March. Cllr Pike proposed acceptance of Mr Hefler as editor and Maureen Sprack seconded. Barry will donate the computer and software that he uses to produce the issue and current arrangements with the printers in Edinburgh will continue. 

200/30  Draft Budget for 2010/11. The current year's budget was reviewed, amendments suggested and a revised budget will be circulated with the minutes. It is hoped that the budget can be submitted by the end of January.

200/31  Any Other Business. 

· Cllr Sprack mentioned that he had been approached by some younger villagers to request that the goalposts be replaced on the sports field. He and Cllr Pike will retrieve the missing equipment and arrange for them to be erected again.

· Cllr Pike asked about the status of Cllr Davies, who has been absent and out of communication for a considerable period. The council acknowledged and sympathised with Cllr Davies's problems with his mother, who is in ill-health, but felt that, since he had not requested leave of absence, sent apologies for non-attendance, and no longer resided in the village, the clerk should write to him to suggest that he stand down so that a replacement can be found in a better position to represent villagers.

· In view of the decision to reduce the number of council meetings to every other month, it was considered necessary to appoint a small sub committee with responsibility for planning issues, in order to meet the Planning Department's requirement for a 21 day turn-around for planning applications. The sub committee will be convened by the clerk and can meet wherever convenient. Members will be: Cllr Maureen Sprack, Cllr Paul Pike, Cllr Aileen Fenlon.

200/32  Meeting Dates, 2010. It was agreed that the following dates will be reserved for Chitterne Parish Council meetings during 2010:



Monday March 8


Monday  April 12 (AGM)



Monday  May 10



Monday  July  12



Monday September 13



Monday November  8



Monday January 10, 2011.

All meetings in Village Hall, commencing 7 p.m..

The meeting adjourned at 9.10 pm

Barry Ricketts

Clerk to Chitterne Parish Council

