CHITTERNE PARISH COUNCIL

ELECTORS MEETING

Monday 9th May 2011

Present:  Aileen Fenlon (Chair), Steve Woods, Dorit Albertsen, Mike Lucas, Paul Pike, Alan Sprack, Virginia Neal (Clerk)

Apologies:  Charles Horsfall, Maureen Sprack
1. Minutes of Previous Electors Meeting held on 12th April 2010.  Due to a changeover of Clerks at the time of the last meeting it appears that no written record of the meeting exists.

2. Election of Chairman – Aileen Fenlon was re elected as Chairman.  

Proposed:  Mike Lucas Seconded:  Steve Woods

3. Presentation By Belinda Eastland and Gill Shell from the Wiltshire Rural Housing Association (WRHA).
WRHA have been providing affordable housing since 1984 – 30 Parish developments 239 houses.  Houses are built for those living in rural areas who cannot afford to buy a home.
Housing Needs Survey – this is the first step before any development and carried out in conjunction with Wiltshire Council.  This will identify if there is a need for housing in the village.  If a need is found some land would need to be identified.  WRHA only pay £10 – 15k per acre.  The Parish Council would be asked for information relating to potential sites for development.  ‘Exception Sites’ are often used as development of social housing permitted.

Priority for Housing – local connections ie parents in village, working in the village, currently living in the village.

Number of houses –Development would be led by Housing Needs Survey and the site.  Conversion of existing building can be done but is often more expensive than a new build.
Building Standards – WRHA have to achieve level 3 as a minimum but currently build to level 4 (level 6 carbon neutral)

No Right to Buy – Government Statutory Instrument.  WRHA would manage and maintain in perpetuity 

The Next Stage – If the Parish Council decide to proceed then a housing needs survey will be carried out with Wiltshire Council, which could take c. 4 months.  The interested candidates will need to register with ‘Homes 4 Wiltshire’.  The Council can still withdraw from scheme after this survey.  Once further surveys are carried out the council is fully committed.

The Chairman thanked Gill and Belinda for their informative presentation and said that there was much to debate and that Parish Council would discuss the issue at their next meeting.
4. Chairman’s Report 
Chitterne continues to be a diverse and stimulating place to live. With our beautiful countryside and village, I couldn’t imagine living anywhere else. 

Our sports field is a real focal point in the village. The new play equipment is now getting worn in; the zip line needs frequent adjustment, probably because of the adults using it rather than the children! Our single goal post draws in the football loving youth from Chitterne and further afield, and I think that the improved facility is encouraging more young people to use the sports field generally. What I hadn’t appreciated when we applied for the funding was how many parents and grandparents also enjoy the sports field

Wiltshire Councils sports development team delivered Fun in the Sun sports sessions throughout the summer holidays as they have for the last 3 years. We’ll see if they can come back again this year.

The sports field continues to benefit from the maintenance provided by our cricket club who tirelessly cut, strim, feed, weed and battle against rabbits and the dreaded moles. Currently the greens keepers appear to be winning, let’s hope they can also win a few matches now that summer is on the way.

The council is currently looking into improvements to the wall that surrounds the sportsfield and how to improve it as well as making it safer.

It has been another busy year for the parish council in Chitterne with only a few changes, with the arrival of 2 new councillors, Dorit Albertsen and Steve Woods. The council is now up to capacity with a good attendance to all meetings this year. Thank you to you all. I think the council is a fair representation of the cross section of the village and we often have heated debates as councillors express their opinions. This may be helped by Parish councillors voting unanimously to reduce the number of meetings we have, we now meet every 2 months instead of monthly
Chitterne won the best kept village first prize in the small village category, we are entering again this year so please do your bit on the bank holiday weekend to spruce up the cut and your own patch of Chitterne. 

September saw the first harvest show bringing out the best of Chitternes vegetables, craft and cakes.  We saw a glimpse of Chitterne’s famous competitive spirit as tables were groaning under massive marrows and gallons of homemade chutney. The event will take place again this year so get growing sewing and baking.

November saw snow in the village and the repair and rebuild of a section of the bridge at Townsend. Work was extended due to the cold weather and dragged on for several weeks providing Townsend with its own traffic calming measures. 
Snow means pot holes and we continue to work with our parish steward to keep on top of gully clearance as well as holes in the road and vegetation obscuring signs etc.

Chitterne is beautiful in the snow and seeing families out on the hills sledging is always a delight. Seeing old dogs running around like puppies in the snow is also a bonus.

The council continues to push for traffic calming measures from Wiltshire Council with Cllr Lucas attending area board meetings and securing funding for signage and alterations to road junctions as a first stage to slowing down through traffic. 
Community Speed Watch is now up and running.  

The council was included in a consultation from Wiltshire police regarding their proposed savings of 15 million pounds. 

Probation services have been bringing a team to clear the cut from the end of the village towards Middle Barn. This is an ongoing project

Hopefully you are all aware of Dave Robinson definitive guide to walks in and around Chitterne which can be downloaded from the Chitterne web page.

April 2011 saw the reopening of our pub the Kings Head. The new owners, Thea and Kenton, have hit the ground running, offering a warm welcome to all. Their hard work in getting the pub open and their obvious experience and energy – not hesitating to step up and run the bar at the royal wedding party- is really encouraging to all. We wish them well for the business. 

The loss of our pub also lead to the resignation of Jo Franklin as parish clerk as well as a new clerk and Paul Hefler as editor of our village newsletter- CHIT CHAT. Virginia Neal has taken up the position of Clerk.  Kate O’Driscoll has become editor of Chit Chat.  I would like to thank both Virginia and Kato for stepping in and taking on their roles with such enthusiasm and professionalism. 

5. Cllr Newbury congratulated Mike Lucas for his attendance at all the Warminster Area Board Meetings.
WRHA – Cllr Newbury cautioned that everyone in village needs to be happy with any chosen site before the Parish Council proceeds.

Wiltshire Council are having to save a huge amount of money.  Some services are not happening and it is likely to get worse (over 4 years a 25% reduction).

More decisions are being taken by officers rather than elected members. 

6. Chit Chat Editor – Kate O’Driscoll introduced herself and her vision for the newsletter, which is to  communicate her passion for Chitterne whilst providing serious news combined with a lighthearted approach.  The Chairman congratulated her for the excellent work.  There have been many appreciative comments.

7. Caroline Wright (Community Police Officer) – Huge budget cuts are to be made but hopefully this will not affect frontline services.  There is a freeze on recruitment. The Rural Team and the Warminster Team are to be combined.  Lindsay Winter is the new Inspector for Warminster, which is a positive appointment.

8. Warminster Area Board Meeting – Mike Lucas has been attending the meeting to push for traffic calming measures on the B390.  Options are limited as there is no street lighting.  Signage and painting on road surface are to be funded by the Area Transport Group as an initial calming measure.  Work should begin during June/July.  A plan of measures is available for information.  
9. Report from Parish Clerk – attached
10. Community Speedwatch – Dorit Albertsen reported – in the absence of Douglas Stobie -  that the scheme is up and running.  The camera broke down and had to be returned for repair.  The camera was quite effective in slowing traffic for the time it was in use.   More volunteers are needed please.

11. Village Hall Update – Paul Pike reported that the lighting in the hall is to be looked at to provide more downlight for activities.  The septic tank has been a problem.  A contract has been taken out to empty it every 2 months.  The Pig Course is not allowed to book the Hall more than 3 months in advance to allow Villagers more opportunities for bookings.

12. Millenium Yew – It had been suggested by the PCC  that the Yew tree could be planted on the green.  Concern was expressed about the toxic nature of the berries and a suggestion was made to plant it in a fenced area such as the churchyard.  Paul Pike to contact Sarah Gooch.

13. Pig Farm Update – the owners are moving into the village and are working with Eric to expand the unit.  They are in discussion with Wiltshire Council and the Princes Trust about potential educational visits.


Signed………………………………….Chairman                      Date……………………………….

